
Preparing your home for Show and Photography 
Whether you are getting your home ready for an open house or have professional photographs taken 

for MLS or Broker sales paraphernalia, it is important to do a few things to get your home and your 

property ready. This list will help you in your preparation. It is by no means comprehensive as some 

homes have bigger hurdles to jump than others, but it will put you into the “get the house ready” mode. 

If you have questions about “what is the best thing to do”, ask your sales professional. 

Must-do List for Photos and Open House Day 
- Dust all furniture and surface areas.

- Clean and vacuum all floors.

- Windex all glass and mirrors.

- Put away as much as you can. Box it or store it, but get it out of there.

- Arrange all furniture neatly and into seating areas.

- Walk into every room and look under and over everything. The camera loves to show things

shoved under beds and couches and piled on top of cabinets.

- All window sills should be clean and free of items.

- Dust and clean ceiling fans. Turn them off for photos.

- All lights should be lit. All bulbs should work. Try to avoid fluorescent bulbs.

- Remove personal items and photos. You want your buyer to picture themselves in your home. It

is hard to do that with your children and Aunt Emma’s pictures on the table, mantle, etc.

- Hide hoses and garbage cans.

- Open or close blinds based on the view. The photographer will adjust for the lighting.

- No cars in the driveway and close the garage doors.

- Put away pet bowls, beds and kennels. Pets should not be in the pictures.

- Hide or store kid toys (balls, bats, sports equipment, misc.) in the home and yard.

REMOVE ALL CLUTTER. IF IN DOUBT, STORE IT OR PUT IT AWAY.

- Areas of focus: kitchen counters, bathroom counters, toilet tank tops, exposed shelving, table tops,

fireplace mantles, coffee and end tables, dressers, bureaus, vanities, etc.

- You want your home to appear neat and new. Put away old or damaged items.

- Excess items can be boxed in the garage or stored offsite.

- This is a great time to throw away unneeded or unused items.

- Have a garage sale!

- Donate to those in need. Many organizations take used furniture for a tax deduction.

- Turn off TVs and computer screens.
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Kitchen 

- These items should NOT be on the counter: blenders, coffee makers, pots, pans, utensils, paper towel

holders, soap dispensers, electronic devices and other items.

- Your kitchen counters should be free of ALL items other than one or two decorative flower

arrangements if needed. Put everything else away. Windex the counter surfaces.

- Empty the sink of all strainers and anything else.

- Take everything off the top of your cabinets, if they do not reach the ceiling. One or two decorative

items may be okay, but no more than that.

- Wipe off all of the cabinet door and drawer fronts, including the handles.

- Take all magnets and kids crayon drawings off the refrigerator. They may be cute, but we want to de-

personalize the home as much as possible. The refrigerator should be wiped off and have no

fingerprints that will show in high-resolution imaging.

- All stainless appliances should be wiped and polished with stainless steel wipes and a dry cloth.

- NO to coffee makers, blenders, mixers, utensil holders, etc. If it is not screwed to the counter, put it

away. It can go anywhere out of sight. We will try to move unwanted items out of the way.

- No rugs in front of the sink or “area rugs” unless they are covering up damage or a stain.

- Remember, clients are looking to buy your home, not your stuff. Put, pack or throw it away.

- All bulbs should light and be of the same type. Get rid of the swirly fluorescent bulbs. They are ugly.

- Make sure all clocks are set to the same time. NOT BLINKING.

Bathrooms 

- Take all the soaps, shampoos, body washes, cream rinses, natural sponges, wash clothes and any other

items out of the shower and tub areas. You may have one or two decorative items on a large garden

tub, but otherwise, there should be nothing in or around those areas. 

- Put away anything that hangs on the shower head.

- Put away toilet brushes and plungers. Nobody wants to see or think about those items.

- NO rugs on the floors unless they are covering something that shouldn’t be seen.

- One or two clean, matching towels should be on towel bars. NO folded towels laying on surfaces.

- Windex all surfaces including: toilets, shower doors, counter tops, mirrors and cabinets.

- Look at the ceiling vent fan!!! Is it dusty? Clean it.

- All bulbs should light and be of the same type. Get rid of the swirly fluorescent bulbs.

Bedrooms 

- Beds should be made with matching sets.

- Box-springs should not be exposed. Pull down the comforter or apply a dust ruffle/bed-skirt.

- A few pillows on the bed is fine. Any more than that may look cluttered.

- Once again, no excess stuff on dressers and night stands. No personal framed photos.

- Closets should only be shown in pictures if they are large and organized. Otherwise, close the door.

- Put away: Hampers, Clothes piles, trinkets, etc.

- No small rugs. Area rugs are okay if they go under the bed. But they must be clean.
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Living Rooms, Family Rooms, Studies, Offices, Dens, Lofts, Bonus Rooms 

- Put away personal items and photos.

- No blankets or throws on the furniture, unless it’s hiding something.

- Put away or store excess furniture. Less furniture makes the space look bigger.

- Fireplace mantles and hearths should be clean and uncluttered.

- Fireplace interiors should be clean with no black or charred logs.

Dining Room and Breakfast Area 

- Clear tables except for a tasteful centerpiece.

- Any candles should be new and unlit.

- Organize and neaten breakfronts and glass-front cases.

- No excess chairs. Put them away.

- Remove excess table leaves. The table should make the room look as large as possible.

Porches, Decks and Outside Spaces 

- No clutter or personal items.

- Furniture should be clean and neatly arranged in seating groups.

- Firepits should be clean without charred wood. Fresh wood is fine and appealing.

- Decks should be free of mold, algae, fungus, peeling paint.

- Any plants should be alive and trimmed. Dead head flowering plants.

- Put away hoses and watering cans.

Garages 

- Organize and neaten the whole garage. If it’s a mess, don’t show it. The outside pictures will show that

there is a garage or garages.

- Wash the car and park it centered in its space.

- Paint the walls and clean the floor.

Yards and Other Outside Spaces 

- The lawn should be mown in straight lines with a sharp blade. Clippings should be gone.

- Sidewalks, driveways, pool decks and walkways should be edged with no grass hanging over.

- Beds should be weeded and covered with mulch or stone.

- Flowers should be alive and dead headed (remove dead flowers).

- One or two garden gnomes or decorative items are okay.

- Ponds should be clean and free of algae.

- Water features should function and be clean and free of algae.

- Trees and shrubs should be trimmed as able.

- Pools should be clean and the deck area should be uncluttered.

- Ladders, steps and slides should be clean.

- In winter the pool should be covered and the cover should be free of debris with no standing water.

- Try to remove any driveway stains. Patch holes.

- Pressure clean walkways, driveways and sidewalks.

- Make sure the siding is clean and free of green algae.


